[bookmark: _tygcu67n54ti][bookmark: _y03mbg8jncv8]Valley County Recreation Advisory Council
Regular Meeting Minutes — July 27, 2026
Scheduled Time: 5:30–7:00 PM
Called to Order By: Emily Bettin - Chair
[bookmark: _4ro3q3yn0rhy]Attendance
Council: Emily Bettin, Jeff Mousseau, Drew Kirsch, Mike Howser, Craig Soelberg
Staff: Dave Bingaman, Leigh Holmes
Quorum: Yes
[bookmark: _60migpd4slm5]1) Approval of Minutes
· May 2026 minutes — Approved.
[bookmark: _13l8eii0tz9c]2) New Business

· Guest Speaker - Heard/viewed a presentation by Ben Lawhon the Recreation Solutions Group (RSG).  This included their review of the Valley County recreation program and recommendations for improvement.  Focus was on vision, messaging, visitor data and use, performance measures, and future conditions.    
· Guest Speaker – Heard/viewed presentation by All Things Pickleball LLC led by Mike Howser.  This included a summary of the club purpose and activities, thoughts on a covered facility, instruction and competitions, and making McCall a regional pickleball destination.   
· Land Swap - Dave and Jeff discussed the IDL/USFS land swap meeting held in McCall coordinated by United Payette.  The meeting was well attended by the public and supportive of the land swap.  Recommend inviting UP for a guest presentation of the land swap in the upcoming months.
· Strategic Plan - Reviewed the status and progress on the Strategic Plan goals. Good progress is being made.     
· Guest Speakers - Recommended United Payette and the McCall Hiking Club as guest speakers.  
[bookmark: _ur4l6vw29eq3]3) Program/Project Updates

Visitation Data:  Trail Counters have now covered seven sites.  Data to date shows high visitor usage.  The Recreation Department is working to obtain more counters.  There is likely an opportunity to have Recreation Solutions Group help with understanding and using this visitor data.      

Website:  Reviewed the new Valley County Recreation website.  Significant progress continues to be made.

Red Ridge Development: Comment letter being prepared and reviewed.  They are looking at 722 housing units, a significant increase of the McCall area.

Lick Creek Connector:  Work is continuing on the new pathway near Lick Creek Rd through a coordinated effort of the Land Trust, STIPA, VC pathways, McCall, Valley County, and CIMBA.  

Wellington and Horsethief Reservoir Campgrounds: Campground operations continue to be on track with no significant issues. Wellington hosted the majority of the Northfork Championship camping, again with no significant issues.  Clean-up of the campground by host personnel was excellent.  

Northfork Kayak Championship: This was successfully completed and they have signed up to host the championship again next year!  Crowds were big but well controlled including the parking along highway 55.  This event also had a positive economic impact to Valley County and was well received by the general public.    Planning will begin for next year.


4) Other Items 
· Discussed search for new VCRAC applicants for remaining open positions.
· Jeff volunteered to prepare a short Stakeholder Outreach Plan.

[bookmark: _3fokbkse88zx][bookmark: _icywy1m55uy8][bookmark: _rtn3ccy6wiu7][bookmark: _1ci3nxg6w8i0]5) Items for Next Meeting
· [bookmark: _1pcqes9z4069]IDL/USFS Land exchange.
· Hiking Club trailhead volunteer activities.
· Draft Outreach Plan
[bookmark: _cwn5apeqiy8i]6) Meeting Calendar
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 24, 2026, beginning at 5:30 at the Lake Fork office.
7) Adjournment
· Time: 7:15 PM

